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you putting me

to the test?”
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WELCOME

We welcome you to Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church!
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, WELCOME.
If you are worshipping again, WELCOME BACK.

Worship is much more joyful when we add our voices to offer praise and thanksgiving.
If you need anything, just ask one of the ushers or greeters. If you would like to discuss
discipleship at Mt. Hermon,

Pastor Gina would love to speak with you!

Again welcome...

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please see the Community Announcements in the back section of the bulletin.
Please note that all the congregation responses are printed in Bold and Italics.

We leave all that which might be a distraction from worship at the
doors this day and we prepare our hearts for worship.
Peace be with you. And also with you.

PRELUDE Medley

Roof

THE GATHERING

We stand and face the baptismal font.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.




We turn to the doors of the sanctuary.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

As broken children, we begin worship by acknowledging our sinfulness and asking for God'’s
forgiveness.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
we confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through F Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



Please turn to the altar as the cross passes your pew.
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

We pray together.

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you,
let us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory;
redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
We sit.

THE WORD

ISAIAH 45:1-7

A reading from lsaiah.
"Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand | have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and to strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
21 will go before you
and level the mountains;
| will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron;
31 will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
4For the sake of my servant Jacob
and lsrael my chosen,
| call you by your name;
| give you a title, though you do not know me.
°>| am the Lord, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
| arm you, though you do not know me,
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6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
| am the Lord, and there is no other.

1 form light and create darkness,
| make weal and create woe;
| the Lord do all these things.

Word of God, teaching us the way.
Thanks be to God.

PsALM 96:1-9

We read responsively.
Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.
3 Declare God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.
> As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O Lord, have made the heavens.
¢ Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord.
?Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the Lord, all the earth.



1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10

A reading from It Thessalonians.
"Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you
in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved
by God, that he has chosen you, > because our message of the gospel
came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy
Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of
persons we proved to be among you for your sake. ® And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution
you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in
Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has
become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. ° For
they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you and
how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God
10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

Word of God, teaching us the way.
Thanks be to God.

We stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

We follow your voice, Lord Jesus
For You have the Words of Eternal Life
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HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew the 227 chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

> The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said.
16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians,
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way
of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for
you do not regard people with partiality. 7 Tell us, then, what you
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” '8 But Jesus, aware
of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you
hypocrites? ' Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought
him a denarius. 2°Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and
whose title?” 2’ They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them,
“Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God
the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were
amazed, and they left him and went away.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON quiz

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Please pray with me the prayer of preparation.

Holy God, you have a word for me today. Make my heart soft
and plant your word in me in order that it may bear fruit in your
kingdom. Amen.

SERMON testing / teaching



We stand.
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Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’

Creed.
/ believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God'’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried:
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I/ believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
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the resurrection of the bodly,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the
church and the world.

RESPONSE Sing prayerfully.
Hear the prayers of our hearts, O Lord, our God.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

We sit.
OFFERING

We give our monetary offering to support Christ’s mission in this place and around the world in gratitude of
God’s amazing grace. You may contribute any time by visiting www. WeAreMtHermon.org and click on “On-
line Giving.” Thank you for your gifts and your stewardship. Friendship pads have returned to the pews.
Please take a moment to sign the forms so that we may get to know our neighbors and we will also have a
record of your communing.

ANTHEM Give Thanks

Smith/CCLI #20285
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We stand.
OFFERTORY Create in Me
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OFFERING PRAYER
We give thanks for these gifts and we pray together.

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always. Amen.

THE MEAL

Christ is truly present in the most ordinary and unexpected of places.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You reveal your
glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty,
undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in
your eternal glory.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed...
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With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s Passover from
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.

Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace,
and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all
its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, blessed
and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
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forever and ever. Amen.

We sit.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Music Have Mercy on Me (Lamb of God)
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COMMUNION

Please come forward using the side aisles to receive communion. You will receive the bread and then you may
dip in the first chalice of wine, or in the second chalice of grape juice. You may then return to your pews using
the center aisle. Please return to your pews for a time of quiet prayer and meditation. If this is the first Sunday
of the month, we also offer communion at the rail. On this Sunday, you may continue through the side doors,
and an usher will guide you to the altar to receive communion.

MusiC Medley

Roof

We stand.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
May the Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We pray together.

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

THE SENDING

BLESSING
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace bless you now and forever. Amen.
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HYMN Sing A New Song
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As the cross passes your pew, turn and face the entrance of the sanctuary.

SENDING Go in Peace and Serve the Lord

Hanson/CCLI #791253
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SENDING OF GOD's PEOPLE

We follow the light of Christ into the world.

We are God’s people on a mission.

We have gathered. We have been fed.

Now, we go out to make a difference in the world. Amen.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in
honor of Mt Hermon’s congregation for prayers and care by
Sherwood Garrett.

19



Y \ -
MEPKIN ABBEY -
CRECHE W

Your prayers and presence arv regoesied on

The sign up sheet for Mepkin Abbey Creche Saturday, October 24, 2026 at 10:30 AM
festival on Dec. 5, 2026 is located in the ' for the
breezeway. The bus and tickets has been Holy Eucharist
secured. We are asking for a minimum of with the
$20.00 donation per person to defer cost of Rite of Installation
the bus. Bus departs 8:30am from Capital Bus. '-"';:;‘f;'lfif’;‘z;_’c‘;":‘(.il"‘:';‘l“:;‘\""‘;‘_::;"_:""“’
Lunch will in the Abbey area. Our tour The Reverend Wade Thomas Roof III
reservation is 11:00am. at St Swephen’s Lorberan Church
Any questions: Call Frank (803) 497-5393 JIZ9S ) Speet

Lexington, South Carolina 20072
A recepisn walf follow the servcr,

Piartsry and Devons of all faith traditions are invited tv
pest and showld arvive by 9:30 AM.
The codor of the day it red.

The service will by Bvestreamed ot scrywod cony dastollation
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The CARE Team wants to hopor

Marie Kleckly's »
100w

Birthday Nov.1g” %
. Pleaseplanto bring a card for her by' 1
3, Nov. 8th. We will have a collection
basket in the Breezeway. Extra cards(
will be provided for you to signed.
+ Thank you! -«

ﬂ/lﬂ )

Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church

3011 Leaphart Rd, West Columbia
#WeAreMt Hermon #3011 LeaphartRoad
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS

10/11/2026

9:00 worship 92 + live streaming 128 = 220
Sunday School = 26

Current & Benevolent Received $3,884.20
Major Maintenance Fund Received $1,450.00
Building Improvement Received $0.00

HONORARIUMS

In memory of Stephen Price by Dale & Sonya Miller.

. . .
.
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YOUR GIVING witnhess in the world!

MATTERS
2026 September

Actual Income

Actual Expense

Keeping you updated on Finances and looking
forward to where God is calling Mt. Hermon to be a

Difference

Current & Benevolence

17,160.02

25,433.46

(8,273.44)

Major Maintenance Fund

3,565.00

3,565.00

Building Improvement

1,610.00

4,794.29

(3,184.29)

2026 Year to Date

Actual Income

Actual Expense

Difference

Current & Benevolence

190,607.26

206,514.72

(15,907.46)

Major Maintenance Fund

42,150.47

41,463.88

686.59

Building Improvement

16,398.11

18,004.05

(1,605.94)

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB153820. New Revised Standard Version
Bible updated edition, Copyright © 2021, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved. Copyright © 2026 Onelicense.com. Annual License A-730945 Used by permission Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
730945. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Copyright © 2026
Christian Copyright Licensing International. Annual License #2016869. All rights reserved. Copyright © Concordia Publishing House, cph.org. Used by permission.

NewsletterNewsletter.com; graphics.

21




SERVING IN WORSHIP

Today Next Sunday
Outside Greeters: Jamie Addison Blake Allen
Frankie Jackson Jeff Price

Ushers: Arron Kinard Terry Swygert
Kirby Johnson David Marsh
Crucifer: Sam Koon Mackenzie Burns
Acolyte: Bryson Johnson Abbey Carroll
Lector: Frank Bouknight Ronnie Fulmer
Communion Assts: Sam Koon Mackenzie Burns
Mary Koon Denise Thurman

Frank Bouknight

Abbey Carroll

Jerry Price

Ronnie Fulmer

Bryson Johnson

Daryl Leigh Anthony

Audio: Blake Allan Brandon Donaldson
Video: Breanna Metze Marie Gardner
Flowers: Sherwood Garrett Joel Jr and Devona

SERVING IN OCTOBER

LOCK Up & Council Devotions: Melanie Jackson

ALTAR GUILD: Jennifer Price, Angie Hydrick
TABULATORS: Ronnie Fulmer, Mary Price
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MT HERMON PRAYS

Continual Prayer

Patricia Bachman, Asbury Arms
Gloria Mathias, home

Jean Shealy, Lakeside Place
Linda Waters-Hamilton, Aome

Members in Special Need of Prayer

Bonnie Bouknight Kay Bryant
Marie Carroll Becky Ellisor
Robert Haygood  Kaytlin Hutto
Dennis Thurman Scott Waters

Preston Bryant
Jerry Ellisor

Marie Kleckley, Lex Ext Care
Doris Carver, Presby Home
Georgianna Gray, home

Chris Carroll
Joye Haygood

Mary Frances Sease Cyndi Thurman
Jim Whitaker

Family and Friends Who Have Requested Prayer

Stetson Cooper, grandson of Dan Cooper
Paula Miller, friend of Brittany Allen
Dawn Mcllwain-Merck,

friend of Robin Ellisor
John Catoe, family of the Ellisors
Mrs. William L. Coleman Jr (Carolyn),

friends of Marion & Cynd/i Leaphart
Nancy Lail-Hulon & Family,

friends of Debra & Dave Butts
Jaimie Womack,

friend of Ryan & Jennifer Price
Blase Rhine,

grandson of Frank & Bonnie Bouknight
Jeslyn, friend of Scarlett Bryant
Faye McCartha, mother of Debra Butts
Robbie Rector, friend Jennifer Miller
Bill Geddings, father of Allison Swygert
Sam Lockridge, friend of Scottie Marsh
Linda Bennett, mother of Beth Jordan
Joy Jordan, friend of Michelle Gantt
Dorris Layton,

friend of Earl & Mary Frances Sease
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Scarlett Redmon, cousin of Kinard Family
Michael Williams,

son-in-law Georgianna Gray
Wayne & Kristen Watkins,

friends of Courtney Bucknam
Kristin Oliver, sister of Michelle Gantt
Paul Jacobs, friend of Paul & Wanda Addy
Aria and Shelly Hamilton,

friends of Scarlett Bryant

Sally Wise Kleber, friend of Paul & Wanda Addy

& neighbor of Ryan & Jennifer Price
Brian Goodwin, father of Jessica Goodwin
Robert Rikard,

brother-in-law of Linda Waters-Hamilton

Al Bates, friend of Dan Cooper
Connie Sox, daughter of Cindy Chapman
Sandy Busby, sister-in-law of Susan Busby
Eddie Rutherford,

grandfather of Brayden Rutherford
Ashley Bouknight,

daughter of Mike and Erin Bouknight



©

WeAreMtHermon

Rev. Gina D. Metze, Pastor
Administrative Asst

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS
Terry Swygert, President

Diane Boulware, Secretary

Parker Boulware, Financial Secretary

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

Sunday, October 18t

9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Sunday School LOT4 OF FUN PO ALL AGES
11:30 am CR: Worship Team Harvest Festival
11:30 am EW: Teach Team . a0 w00

Monday, October 19t

9:30 am FH: Walking o
Tuesday, October 20th _mremopon, ARSI G (O

www.WeAreMtHermon.com
3011 Leaphart Road ~ West Columbia, SC 29169
803.794.6430 / 803.240.3143 cell/text
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 10:00 am-2:00 pm

803.951.3784 PastorGina@ WeAreMtHermon.com
803.240.3143 cell Office@WeAreMtHermon.com

Ronnie Fulmer, Vice President
Frank Bouknight, Treasurer
Ricky Bouknight & Terry Swygert, Sextons

g candy, volunteers, trenks,
condy, musitiam, coeks,
condy, wpport stafl, mace

4:30 pm Driver’s Ed Class

6:00 pm CR: Finance Team

7:00 pm AR: SACK
Wednesday, October 21

9:00 am Food Pantry

(Diane Boulware, Mary Frances Sease, Mary Price)

4:30 pm Driver’s Ed Class
Thursday, October 22nd
9:30 am FH: Walking
6:00 pm CR: Outreach Team
Saturday, October 24th
9:00 am Food Pantry (Corleys, Kathy Cooper)
10:30 am St Stephens: SC Synod Bishop Installation



